
SASKATCHEWAN A. G. BELL ASSOCIATION

Redberry Camp 2016
We truly appreciate our sponsors. Read our thank you letters!

Sask Energy,

Thank you for sponsoring the camp.  I 
liked the wall climbing. It is my first 
time at camp.

William Hallett

Dear President’s Choice Children’s Fund

Thank you for donating money for camp.
I really enjoyed my friends at camp. My 
favourite is horse ride and watching beautiful 
fireworks.  My friends were laughing about 
funny and weird.

Jaylynn Angie Kasagan

Dear Sasktel Pioneers of America

Thank you for donating money to our camp. I really 
liked making new friends. The food here was 
amazing.  I enjoyed laughing with friends and 
watching beautiful fireworks. The activities were 
very fun, I would love to come again.

Samantha Kwasnicki

Dear SIGA 

Thank you for inviting me in the camp. I enjoyed 
everything you did and you made me happy and 
excited.  I love all activities. I did.  This is my first 
time here in camp so I’m excited. Thank you very 
much and always stay awesome! and I don't like 
drawing.

Dear Sasktel

I love camp because I get to scooter and 
I play a game with my friend Shelby.

Accalia-Lynn Dickens

Dear Community Initiatives Fund,

Thank you for horse back trail ride.  There was 30 
horses and they followed each other for a long way.

Dolan Lennea



Dear Sasktel,

Thank you so much for sponsoring Sask AGBell.  I 
have been coming to camp for 6 years. I get to 
see my old friends Rhett, Dolan, Wyatt and make 
new ones.

My favourite activity was wall climbing because I 
made it to the top and beat my Mom! I love 
coming to Redberry Bible Camp.  I can’t wait to 
come back next year.

Thank you so much Sasktel

Zachary Baptiste

Sasktel Pioneers

This was my first time at the camp and I enjoyed it. 
My favourite thing here was the rock climbing. I liked 
fast riding. I liked the gym.

Kalan Koncz

Dear President’s Choice Children’s Fun

Thank you for paying for all this stuff.
I really liked camp. I met a lot of people. We 
went to the skate park and Charles helped me 
do a kick flip. The fireworks were amazing. The 
food that they made was delicious. I had a blast. 
The doctor fixed my ears and they invited me 
back. My favourite horses was Lady and Strider. 
Strider looks like an Oreo.

Conner Burr

Dear Sasktel Pioneers

Thank you for donating money for A.G. Bell.  I had lots of 
fun because I got to play beach volley ball and other 
sports. The activities that were planned were great 
because I had lots of fun doing them.  I even made it all 
the way up the rock wall. Also I hit a bear target in 
archery. We stayed in the “Kingfisher Inn” cabin. We 
stayed with our friend Rowan.  Our sleeps were amazing. 
The food was delicious because we went back for 
seconds.  My dad liked the pancakes. I loved the 
cinnamon buns.  They tasted awesome.The fireworks last 
night were great because we got to see them so close up. 
Also Shuffleboard was fun because we don't have one in 
Regina.  The table was an antique, I am looking forward 
to come back next year.

Matthew McAdam 

Dear Community Initiatives Fund

Thank you for helping this weekend. I had lots 
of fun. I really like going to horse back riding.

Rowan Humenny

Thank you Eecol Electric. I like the 
skate park.

Wyatt Newton



Sask Energy

I like
- slip and slide
- horse riding
- archery
- food we ate

Thank you Jayda Koncz

Eecol Electric,

Thank you for making everything here at 
this camp possible. Thanks for sponsoring the 
activities and for the food we ate. We all 
had a great, fun weekend.

Veronica Longman

Dear Sasktel Pioneers of America

Thank you for sponsoring the Sask A.G, Bell family 
camp.  I really liked the way that at meals the 
staff provided Gluten Free meals and snacks. They 
were very delicious! I had lots of fun at skills. I 
got to the top of the wall on two sides. I also 
enjoyed archery.  The 2nd year of coming to camp 
I really enjoyed the archery so I decided to join 
archery at home. I was doing pretty good so I got 
to the go to provincials and I won 1st price. 

Kaitlin Calvert

Dear President’s Choice Children’s Fund,

I went to the fireworks show and I brought my 3 
wheel scooter to the skate park and played there 
with my friends.  I went on a long trail ride with a 
horse named Max. The food was really good.  We 
had fresh cinnamon buns. I shared my cabin with my 
friend Zach for the fourth year.

Thank you for sponsoring camp. I can’t wait for next 
year.

Rhett Deschuk

Dear Access Communications Children’s Fund

Thank you for creating this awesome weekend.  
This is my 6th year here and it was my favorite 
year so far.  The food was amazing and great stuff.  
My favorite part was doing wall climbing or the 
horse back riding.  I had lots of fun with old 
friends and new friends.  I wish I could come to 
this camp more often. We had amazing weather and 
the last day it was raining but that is okay.  The 
friends are amazing and I won’t forget about them. 
Thank you again for the awesome weekend.

Michael Pelechaty

Dear Eecol Electric

I liked the archery. It is really fun and I like 
the camp a lot. It’s the best camp I’ve been 
to.  I will like to come back next year.

Darius Thatcher



Dear Community Initiatives Fund

Thank you for donating to our camp. I made some 
new friends at the camp is: Hunter, Conner, Rhett, 
Samantha and some other people and I forgot 
their names because it is hard to remember so 
many names. I love to go horse back riding and 
one time the horse behind me put his nose to my 
horse butt and made my horse start to run away 
for a while and then he started walking. I barely 
got to the top for wall climbing less than 2 
minutes and it is about 30-40 feet tall. I love 
practicing shooting targets and getting ready for 
hunting if I go sometime.  I like the meals that 
they made and I like the cookie dough from two 
years ago. Hopefully I can come back next year.  
I have one more year for this camp and I really 
want to come every year but I can’t!!!  They said 
only grade 8 and under. Hopefully they change it 
soon so I can come back.  Thanks again for giving 
money to our camp.

Nathan Flodell Access Communications Children’s Fund

Thank you for your donation to redberry camp. I 
had a fun time. I enjoyed the wall climbing the 
best.

Kelly Jo Longman

SIGA,

Thank you for making it possible for me to 
come to camp.  I love doing the activities.  
It’s been a great weekend.  I had a very 
fun time.

Creanne Buffalo

Eecol Electric,

Thank you for sponsoring the camp. I liked 
rook climbing.

Gabrielle Hallett

Dear: President’s Choice 
Children’s Fund

Thank you. I like rock climbing. 
Hope to come next year.

Anthony Thatcher



Dear Access Communications Children’s Fund

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to come to 
camp. My favorite part was archery and rock 
climbing.  I hope to come back next year.

Hayden Thatcher

Dear Community Initiatives Fund

Thank you for sponsoring A.G. Bell camp. It 
was really fun! My favourite part was riding 
horses.  I rode a horse named Rocky. My 
second favourite was wall climbing. I made it 
to the top! Thank you again.

Sincerely, Jenna-Lynn Holowenko

Dear SIGA,

My favorite activity was painting because we all got 
to paint birds. I painted a swan. My second favorite 
was horse back riding because I was the last one and 
I was going fast on the horse.  My third favorite was 
the fireworks.

Nevaeh Paul

Dear Sasktel Pioneers

Thank you for sponsoring camp. I liked the water 
slide. I like to scooter. I get to see my friends.

Shelby Holowenko

Dear Sasktel

I had an amazing time.  This was my 4th time at the 
camp.  My favorite part is horse back riding and 
fireworks.  I made a new friend and her name is Kyla.  
My horse name was Dolly and during the trail ride 
Dolly was leading me and that was weird.

Jesse Obleman
Dear SIGA 

I’m thankful for the skills and the good food and 
the friends that I made.

Thank you very much,
Hunter Redding



Dear Sasktel Pioneers: Thank you for all the 
activities.  I really liked the archery, horseback 
riding and rock climbing. 

Signed Felix Geis

Dear Sasktel Pioneers of America 

Thank you for helping with camp. My favorite 
was archery.

Wyatt Lennea

Sasktel and to all the sponsors

Thank you for bringing a wonderful time for 
every child in Redberry Park. I had a lot of 
fun and enjoyed meeting a lot of good people. 
I liked all the activities and games that we 
had done especially wall climbing.  I hope 
they will continue bringing fun and joy to the 
people in Redberry Park,  Too bad we cannot 
use the swimming pool. Thank you so much.

Nathaniel Villarin

Dear Sask Energy

Thank you for all that you did to help 
everyone with hearing aids have fun at camp 
and learn how to use bow and arrow, rock 
climbing, craft, and horse back rides. The slip 
and slide which is slippery, but that’s the 
point! I made two friends one is Jessie O and 
Neveah P. Thank you Sask Energy

Jasymyne Georget

Dear Community Initiatives Fund

I loved this years Redberry Camp.  I loved riding the 
horses.  This year I rode Roper! I loved the trail ride 
because it was so long!  Hope they do it again next 
year! I made it all the way up the climbing wall this 
year.

Lane Calvert

Dear Sasktel Pioneers

Thank you for all the great food and friends.

Leisl Geis

To:Sasktel
Thank you for letting me go to camp. I love slip and 
slide and horseback ride. I love the swing. I love 
fireworks. I made a new friend. I love camp!!!!!!

Kyla Georget



Special thanks to the staff of 
Redberry Bible Camp and to our  

generous sponsors! 

 
 Camp 2017 dates: June 23, 24 & 25 

  More info at: the.whites@sasktel.net

To All Camp Sponsorrs

I want to thank you for sponsoring the Sask A.G. Bell 
family camp.  It is a weekend where we can get 
together with families and have fur with a great 
group of people who share one common thing. We all 
have someone in our family with a hearing issue.  This 
is an amazing place for us to share life experience 
and do skills which build confidence.  This year both 
of my children made it to the top of the climbing wall 
and they are both so proud of it that it makes my 
heart swell with pride. Without your continuing 
support none of this would be possible. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.

Tracey Calvert (Parent)

Sophie says she loved everything about 
camp and she keeps asking when she can 
go back.   She especially loved the horses 
and the delicious food and making new 
friends.

As a parent with a child recently 
diagnosed with hearing loss in both ears, 
it was so great to meet Wendy and other 
families who understand what we are 
going through, if not worse, in many 
cases.  The Redberry staff were amazing 
and the food was delicious.  Thank you 
for the amazing experience!!  

Rachel Tokarchuk (Parent)

mailto:the.whites@sasktel.net
mailto:the.whites@sasktel.net


AGBell International Convention Reports 2016

President’s 
Post-Convention Report 
 
I recently had the honor of 
attending the AG Bell 
Convention in Denver, CO. 
This was my first time at this 
biennial event. It was truly a 
memorable experience and 
it motivated me to see all 
the possibilities.  
 
I was invited to attend an 
International Reception 
hosted by Emilio Alonso-
Mendoza, CEO at AG Bell. 
I networked with fellow 
parents and professionals 
from around the world. 
 
While I was gaining 
knowledge and being 
inspired at the sessions, my 
son Zachary was making 
friends and having an 
adventure at the Children’s 
program. He joined me at 
the Listening and Spoken 
Language Celebration for 
an evening of music, dance, 
games, and socializing. 
 

 

A flash flood struck Denver 
mid-week causing water 
damage in a couple 
ballrooms in the basement. 
Several sessions were 
displaced throughout the 
large convention hotel. 
Luckily, I downloaded the 
convention app. The map 
and detailed schedule 
listing simplified my search.  
 
On down time, I perused the 
various booths in the exhibit 
hall and gathered freebies!  
 

 
 
I set a goal to sit next to 
someone new at each 
session to network. I met a 
wonderful woman from the 
UK named Elizabeth 
Tyszkiewicz while waiting 
for a session to begin. The 
following day, Elizabeth 
stopped me to provide me a 
website that may interest 
me. Meahgan (Sask AG Bell) 
was present with me and 
advised me that Elizabeth 
was presenter at a CEU 
session. I had unknowingly 

made contact with a 
renowned international 
author & educator in the 
Auditory Verbal field.  
 
Here are a few of my 
favorite sessions:  
x Engaging the re-wired 

brain by keynote 
speaker David A Sousa 

Effects of technology exposure on 
development skills among young 
children.  

x Homework 101: A 
strong start for families 

Understanding your child’s learning 
style. Strategies and tools to assist 
with homework.  http://goo.gl/0GnhgV 

x Focus on Teens: Safety 
& Bullying prevention 

Promoting better understanding on 
bullying. Guiding youth to be self-
advocates and connecting with 
positive role models.  
x Aural rehabilitation for 

teens and adults 
With the expanding criteria for 
cochlear implants the volume of 
teens and adults is increasing. 
Common challenges and aural 
rehabilitation techniques and 
strategies were discussed.  

 
Please follow the link to 
view the materials provided 
during the 2016 convention. 
http://agbellconvention.com/downloads/ 

 

It was an amazing 
experience. My family & I 
plan to attend in 2018 the 
next AG Bell convention in 
Arizona! 
 
                          Claudia B. 





!

2016 AGBell Conference Report from Meahgan Vandenhurk

I had the privilege of going to the 2016 A.G. Bell Conference in Denver, CO. This was my second time attending the 
conference. Having attended the conference in the past and some teaching experience under my belt, I had a better idea 
of questions I needed to ask and workshops I needed to attend, as a professional. 

I am pursuing my LSLS Certification (Listening and Spoken Language Specialist) to better serve the families I work with 
and provide mentorship for upcoming Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. While in Denver, I was fortunate enough to 
meet Anita Bernstein. She presented on Family-Centered Auditory-Verbal Therapy. Anita is a certified LSLS AVT and has 
years of experience as a Teacher of the Deaf. She now works privately as a mentor in Hamilton, ON. She has agreed to be 
my mentor for my certification.

I attended multiple workshops that revolved around Family-Centered Practice. Through these workshops, I was able to 
network with multiple professionals across the United States. The collaboration and networking was advantageous and the 
research to support the methods was promising. Hearing stories and getting ideas on how to coach and engage families will 
certainly influence how I work with my families.

Another workshop I attended was presented by Elizabeth Tyszkiewicz from the UK. Her topic was Theory of Mind and the 
important role it plays in a child’s semantic, syntax and pragmatic language development. Theory of Mind, TOM, develops 
through over hearing, witnessing interactions, through conversation and understanding emotions. A child’s TOM, develops at 
the age of 16-20 months. At times, a parents Theory of Mind may be compromised due to unsuccessful interactions. 
However, Family-Centered coaching strategies, such as, Think Bubbles are used to support parents. We encourage our 
families to use Casual Explanatory Talk. For ex: Voice what your child is thinking; it is not necessarily what is seen but more 
about the experience. How does a child’s TOM develop? Exposure and experiences at the early stages! Explain, explain, and 
explain. Kids that struggle with TOM have difficult behaviors because they don’t understand what’s in the other person’s 
think bubble. One comment that really stuck out to me was, “Hearing, seeing, and smelling is knowing.” 

How do you know?

Understanding the importance of Early Intervention is what drew me to my next session, Early Connections 
Matter. At this session, they gave us suggestions on how to develop the brain of newborns and toddlers. 
Children need 20,000 hours of listening before the age of 5 to develop the neural framework for literacy. This 
is 11hrs/day of meaningful listening for a child! 

I really appreciate the support that I have received from Saskatchewan A.G. Bell and Saskatoon Public Schools. 
As a professional, it is crucial that I continue pursuing professional development opportunities to stay current 
with the most up-to-date research and practices. Through my LSLS certification, this will allow me to do so. 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  LOFT	  Program	  report	  by	  Leif	  Shantz	  

LOFT	  (Leadership	  Opportuni3es	  For	  Teens)	  is	  a	  4-‐day	  camp	  organized	  by	  AG	  
Bell	  Associa3on.	  AG	  Bell	  Associa3on	  is	  a	  non-‐profit	  organiza3on	  which	  helps	  
families	  with	  deaf	  or	  hard-‐of-‐hearing	  children.	  I	  went	  to	  the	  “camp”	  at	  the	  
Sheraton	  Hotel	  in	  downtown	  Denver,	  Colorado,	  from	  July	  4	  –	  9,	  2016.	  There	  
were	  19	  aUendees	  including	  me	  and	  8	  counsellors.	  All	  of	  the	  aUendees	  and	  
counsellors	  were	  American	  (from	  Arizona,	  California,	  Illinois,	  Texas,	  etc)	  
except	  me	  as	  I	  was	  the	  only	  Canadian.	  Also,	  nearly	  all	  the	  aUendees	  and	  
counsellors	  were	  deaf	  or	  hard-‐of-‐hearing.	  We	  drove	  down	  from	  Saskatoon	  
in	  our	  VW	  camper	  van	  because	  there	  are	  no	  airlines	  anymore	  that	  fly	  direct	  
from	  Saskatoon	  to	  Denver.	  

I	  learned	  new	  skills	  such	  as	  self-‐advocacy	  and	  some	  new	  leadership	  skills.	  
Self-‐advocacy	  is	  very	  important	  in	  the	  deaf	  community.	  Self-‐advocacy	  skills	  
include	  asking	  the	  person	  who	  may	  have	  a	  quiet	  voice	  to	  speak	  louder	  or	  
asking	  the	  person	  who	  may	  be	  covering	  their	  mouth	  not	  to	  so	  you	  can	  lip	  
read.	  Equal	  access	  is	  very	  important	  to	  everybody	  including	  disabled	  
people.	  An	  example	  of	  equal	  access	  is	  cap3oning.	  Cap3ons	  allow	  deaf	  and	  
hard-‐of-‐hearing	  people	  to	  “hear”	  by	  seeing	  what	  the	  person	  or	  narrator	  on	  
a	  screen	  is	  saying.	  It	  some3mes	  even	  benefits	  hearing	  people	  by	  seeing	  
what	  they	  missed	  hearing.	  There	  is	  this	  device	  called	  CART	  (Communica3on	  
Access	  Real3me	  Transla3on)	  which	  allows	  deaf	  or	  hard-‐of-‐hearing	  people	  to	  

see	  what	  the	  lecturer	  of	  a	  class	  or	  any	  person	  in	  a	  mee3ng	  is	  saying.	  A	  trained	  CART	  typist	  has	  to	  type	  on	  a	  special	  
keyboard	  that	  has	  big	  buUons	  that	  allows	  the	  typist	  to	  type	  up	  to	  260	  words	  per	  minute	  with	  96%	  accuracy!	  This	  means	  as	  
any	  person	  speaks,	  the	  typist	  can	  type	  what	  the	  person	  says	  with	  a	  1	  –	  2	  second	  delay!	  I	  learned	  about	  the	  American	  
Disabili3es	  Act	  (ADA)	  and	  I	  found	  out	  that	  Canada	  does	  not	  have	  a	  similar	  Act	  but	  some	  people	  are	  advoca3ng	  for	  it	  
(Barrier	  Free	  Canada).	  

I	  met	  Ken	  Levinson,	  the	  founder	  of	  the	  LOFT	  program	  and	  the	  lead	  counsellor,	  who	  seemed	  really	  cool	  and	  funny.	  He	  is	  
from	  San	  Francisco.	  Catharine	  McNally,	  another	  lead	  counsellor,	  was	  really	  caring	  and	  fun	  to	  be	  around.	  They	  were	  both	  
hard-‐of-‐hearing	  with	  cochlear	  implants.	  I	  made	  some	  friends	  and	  liked	  socializing	  with	  other	  peers.	  My	  roommate,	  Mat,	  
from	  Chicago,	  was	  very	  sociable	  and	  an	  outgoing	  person.	  Morgan,	  a	  teenage	  girl,	  was	  very	  talka3ve	  and	  had	  an	  easy	  going	  
personality.	  I	  socialized	  a	  lot	  and	  made	  many	  new	  friends	  and	  memories	  for	  years	  to	  come!	  We	  saw	  a	  bit	  of	  Denver	  like	  the	  
Robo3cs	  Museum	  and	  we	  went	  bowling	  and	  played	  pool	  and	  ping	  pong	  and	  went	  out	  to	  eat.	  

I	  did	  some	  other	  fun	  group	  ac3vi3es	  with	  the	  purpose	  to	  make	  everybody	  work	  with	  each	  other	  which	  is	  basically	  
teamwork.	  Another	  purpose	  was	  everybody	  had	  the	  chance	  to	  be	  a	  leader	  in	  these	  ac3vi3es.	  For	  example,	  at	  one	  point,	  
we	  had	  to	  do	  an	  egg	  drop	  ac3vity.	  I	  was	  the	  leader	  of	  the	  team	  in	  this	  ac3vity.	  We	  had	  to	  protect	  the	  egg	  from	  cracking	  by	  
wrapping	  materials	  around	  the	  egg	  such	  as	  paper	  bags,	  Ziploc	  bags,	  popsicle	  s3cks	  etc.	  Aeer	  the	  making	  of	  our	  egg	  
structures,	  we	  went	  to	  the	  street	  and	  dropped	  the	  structures.	  Unfortunately,	  our	  egg	  cracked	  on	  the	  first	  drop!	  Another	  
teamwork	  ac3vity	  was	  where	  we	  had	  to	  use	  spagheg	  s3cks	  and	  marshmallows	  to	  make	  the	  tallest	  tower	  in	  30	  minutes	  
but	  we	  had	  to	  make	  sure	  it	  stayed	  standing	  during	  the	  judgement	  period.	  	  Our	  structure	  fell	  apart	  too	  soon!	  I	  think	  
everybody	  showed	  effort	  towards	  teamwork,	  inclusion	  and	  using	  our	  skills	  to	  the	  best	  extent.	  

Overall,	  I	  think	  this	  LOFT	  camp	  was	  really	  great!	  The	  combina3on	  of	  the	  learning,	  fun	  ac3vi3es,	  and	  making	  new	  friends	  
made	  this	  camp	  very	  enjoyable	  and	  memorable.	  I	  liked	  learning	  how	  to	  self-‐advocate	  for	  myself	  when	  a	  situa3on	  comes	  
up.	  I	  liked	  par3cipa3ng	  in	  the	  ac3vi3es	  because	  they	  weren’t	  just	  fun	  but	  they	  had	  a	  lesson	  of	  leadership	  skills.	  I	  made	  
some	  new	  friends	  at	  the	  camp	  and	  I	  hope	  I	  can	  find	  ways	  to	  connect	  with	  them	  as	  they	  all	  live	  in	  the	  USA.	  This	  camp	  
experience	  was	  really	  great	  for	  mee3ng	  peers	  with	  similar	  hearing	  disabili3es,	  learning	  new	  skills,	  and	  par3cipa3ng	  in	  
ac3vi3es.	  I	  would	  recommend	  this	  to	  other	  deaf	  or	  hard-‐of-‐hearing	  teenagers	  who	  want	  to	  learn	  leadership	  skills	  and	  hang	  
out	  with	  other	  deaf	  peers.	  Thanks	  to	  Saskatchewan	  AG	  Bell	  Associa3on	  for	  a	  grant	  to	  help	  cover	  my	  costs	  to	  get	  to	  Denver!	  



EECOL Electric

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

Saskatchewan Elks our Camp Co-Sponsor


